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DELL’ISTITUTO DI BOLOGNA

The Theory of  Moral Sentiments

and the Human Sciences

A workshop to discuss

The Theory of Moral Sentiments,

1759  on its 250th anniversary

Convenors:

Roberto Scazzieri and Stefano Zamagni

11 December 2009

9:15 a.m.

Sala Ulisse

Via Zamboni, 31 - Bologna

Adam Smith’s Theory of Moral Sentiments; published in 1759, builds upon a  multiplicity of intellectual strands that make it especially sensitive to the richness and variety of human experience as well as to the need to root moral evaluation and social understanding in a context-dependent reconstruction of reason and judgement. 

The workshop at the Bologna Academy of Sciences takes stock of Smith’s contribution by adopting an interdisciplinary perspective. In particular; the workshop will concentrate its attention upon the specific point of view associated with TMS and will ask  whether that standpoint  might suggest a coherent conceptual framework to a variety of current research lines in the human sciences that straddle a middle course between classical rationalism and a more pragmatic, context-dependent conception of reasoning and choice. Special attention will be devoted to the intellectual roots of Smith’s scholarship in connection with the construction of TMS, and to the consonance between TMS and current research in fields such as moral philosophy and historiography, economic theory, psychology and the neurosciences. The fundamental question that will be asked is whether the complex relational construction of human identities suggested by TMS could provide a new perspective to future research in the human sciences. 

La S.V. è invitata/ All welcome

                                                         Il Presidente 

                                        della Classe di Scienze Morali

                                                   Prof. Carlo Galli

Workshop Programme

9:15 a.m.              Introductory Remarks

9:30 Session One

Sergio Cremaschi:

The Theory of Moral Sentiments: A Non-Cartesian Ethics

Gloria Vivenza:

References to Plutarch's 'Lives' in Adam Smith's Theory of Moral Sentiments

Luigino Bruni:

Smith and Genovesi Compared: Market and Sociality

Discussants:

Luigi Turco, Caroline Gerschlager

and Malcolm Pines

11:30  Session Two:

Pier Luigi Porta:

Mirroring Sentiments: Smith

and the Italian Enlightenment

Roberto Scazzieri:

House of Mirrors or Congruence by Reasoning?

Perspectives of the Theory of Moral Sentiments

Vivienne Brown:

Intersubjectivity, TMS and the Prisoners' Dilemma

Discussants:

Antonio Andreoni, Luigino Bruni and Adrian Pabst

2:30 p.m. Session Three:

Malcolm Pines:

'Sentimentality': What, How and Why:

News from Primatology and Neuroscience

Caroline Gerschlager

Rational Fools. A Smithian Perspective

Adrian Pabst:

From Civil Economy to Political Economy: Adam Smith's Theological Debt

Discussants:  Vivienne Brown, Sergio Cremaschi

and Stefano Zamagni
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