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Rural areas play a key role in Ethiopia. They represent the main development challenge of a
country where more than 80% of the people base their subsistence on agriculture. Despite
of that, poverty is widespread and food security remains extremely critical even at the top of
rains and climatic conditions. Ethiopia is characterised by a low pace of urbanisation, while
rural development policies are not sufficient to promote meaningful economic activities
other than agriculture, able to absorb rural labour force. Over the last sixty years
demographic growth in rural areas, external shocks such as recurrent drought and famine,
worsened this picture, heightening the dependence of rural dwellers on donor community
and food aids distribution.

The process of social differentiation in Ethiopian rural areas generates complex outcomes on
the citizenship rights of the poor and on the ways rural dwellers gain access to basic
resources such as land and natural resources in order to meet their subsistence needs. Poverty
is deeply rooted on power inequalities which usually reproduce social, economic and political
relations, strongly affecting how rural poor design their livelihood strategies.

Therefore, investigating how these social transformations are produced and reproduced by
different institutional actors - the State, the community, the market - is a relevant issue
determining the patterns of social inclusion and exclusion that over time affected rural
poverty and destitution.

The International Conference “Rural Development and Poverty Reduction in Ethiopia:
Strategies and Policies” aims to reach deeper understanding of the challenges rural areas in
Ethiopia are facing, focusing on less conventional approaches to poverty and bringing into
question mainstream theories and practices.
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