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Postponing piety in West Africa: 

diverging ideas on when to start acting 
as a pious muslim

This paper looks at Muslims in urban Burkina Faso who claim that they are waiting for the right time to start performing the five daily prayers on a regular basis. Their explanations are based on vernacular notions of piety that allow them to accommodate different pressures, urges and aims without having to openly challenge any of them.
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