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Digital Prophecies and Web Intelligence

Elena Esposito is Professor of Sociology at the University Bielefeld and at the University of
Modena-Reggio Emilia. Working in a systems theory framework, she studies problems of time in
social systems, including memory and forgetting, fashion and transience, probability calculus,
fiction, and the use the time in finance. Her current research projects focus on the possibility and
forms of forgetting on the web, on a sociology of algorithms and on the proliferation of rankings
and ratings for the management of information. Esposito's recent publications include The Future of
Futures; The Time of Money (2011); Die Fiktion der wahrscheinlichen Realitdt (2007); Die
Verbindlichkeit des Voriibergehenden. Paradoxien der Mode (2004); Soziales Vergessen. Formen
und Medien des Geddchtnisses der Gesellschaft (2002); The structures of uncertainty.
Performativity and unpredictability in economic operations. Economy & Society, 2013(42), and a
debate with David Stark on Observation Theory in Sociologica, 2013(2).
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